Metro Interview:
Pooja Kumar
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LATINA TALES

Yo Soy Latina,” a play that
cuplofes the stories af 2l bi-
lingnaal and bi-culrural
women, opens on OffFBroad-
Wy T30 o today arche Pan-
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“| just hope he stays the same, but

there will be much more of him."

theon Theater, 303 W, 4nd St

Tiekers, 515 1o $30.
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Matt LeBlanc on iz "Friends” character, loey.

From Bollywood to Hollywood -

U.S.-born Indian actress brings her dreams to mainstream America

METRO INTERVIEW

A natve of 5. Louis, Pooja
Eumar studied acting and
classical Indian dance, but
put off her Bollyrwood
dreams for a law career.
snll, she couldn®t shake
her passion for the per-
forming arts, So. after her
coronation as Miss India
UI5A in 1995, and a stint as
a V] on Indian channel Zee
TV, Kumar began chasing
her drcam and scon landed
lead rmales in numersus Eaol-
lywood feature flms.
Teday, Kumar is the face of
“Bombay Dreams™ and the
star of the new movie “Fla-
vors,”

Metro: Your image s on
all the posters for “Bom-
bay Dreams.” How does it
feel to walk around the
city and see yourself on
all of the billbaards?
Pooja Kumar: It's a really
crazy feeling. Someone Tec-
ommenided me to the pro-
ducers of the show for the
advertisement. [ met with
the director of the photo
shoot, and the next | thing
[ knew, it was a done deal,
My father came to visit me
a couple months ago, ancd
we were in Times Square
when he saw the billbaard
for the first time, He stood
there for a bit, and fnally
said, "I didn"t know you
were made up thar way.”
Diad's _. always teying o be
diplamaticl

M: “Flavers" is totally dif-
ferent from your typical
Bollywood Indlan movie.

How sat

ACTRESS POOJA KUMAR is making her Hollywood debut In "'I’hunu.

P Most Bolbhrwood mavies
are full of the tverly drae
matic, big codtume, big
song and dance number
routine, which is what
makes a Bollywood film
unique. “Flavors” i more af
a typical feature film that
deals with six ditlerent ped-
ple with six different lives
hice in the 1S, and in
Inedia. You dont Know It ac
the beginning, Bl you see
howw thedr Hves becorme
intervwined as the story is
told. This movie peally deals
with issues that Indians go
through in this country,
but fsswes that are current
and niot stereatypical,

M: Let's talk about your
character, She is haad-

strong, independent, jug-
gling a career while trving
to facilitate a long dis-
tance relatlonship. How
close {5 this character to

youd

PE: RBachnajrmy character] is
achemical engineer trying
oy get her Phiy. In that sense,
I ehuink: wee are alike becanse
we both are ing torward
& longterm goal. My father
is also an engineer, 5o in
some way [ fielt like 1 oould
relate to my character on
that kevel, Engineers ame alsa
very linear thinkers, they
tend tosee things in black
and whibe, That's definitely
not me.

M: With “Bembay

Dreams,” “Monsoon Wed-
ding," and bhangra so
popular, are American
audiences truly embrac-
ing South Asian culture?

P Yes, 1 do feel like Amer-
icans are starting to turn a
particular interest to
South Asia, especially with
mevies like “Monsoon
Wedding® and the musical
*Bormbay Dreams,” I'm
happy to be a part of it all
and help peoplhe learn
miore about where Tam
fram, [ se& it 2% an adven-
ture, And it's only going 1w
get bigger.

M: Do you fesl that Indian
actresges must take ona
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certain stereolype to be
considerad appealing?
PH: [ don"t think it's about
malding to a Sieresype
with Indian scrresses. One
thing chat [ find [ am see-
ing mose iz that actress are
breaking the maold and tak-
ing on more versatle robes.
Once you embrace that,
and you have a great direc-
tor, [ feel that you can play
almast anything, from a
shrinking vielet toa
strong-minded powerful
woman, Also, it really

depends on your director to |

show you range, If you are
working with someons
that really pushes you, vou
tend to break molds more
ql.l'ir'l-."l:,.'.

M: Do you think we are
going to see maore Bolly-
wiood actars in makn-
stream movies?

PK: Oh definitely. [t"s
already happening with
actors like Om Puri, Padma
Lakshmi, and Ranjit
Chouwdhary. If you think
about it compared to 10
vears ago. that is huge, and
I think it's just going to
increase in the next 10

years. | also think thatalot | B8

of people are going to be
going to India vo make
movies, The scenery is
beautiful, and the capabili-
£y is there with all of the
studios in Hyderabad and
Bangalore.
“Flavors” operas Friday in New
York, New [erzey and Long
Islandd,
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The controversial eplsode
reveals the name of a wit-
ness connecied o the zo0q
murder of Hunter College
student Ramona Moore.
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THE ROSWELL CRASH:
STARTLING NEW
EVIDEMCE

Bryant Cumbel shines light
on a groundbreaking inwves-

| tigation into the mysteri-
| ous UFD incident in Maw

Mexico, Note to Bryant:
Catering o alien enthuss-
asts on the SCIF] channe] i
ML & e Wiy DO revive a

| journalism caresr.

11 pom. an SCIF

THE CHAPPELLE SHOW

Aspoofon “Making the
Band™ with appearances by
:Tip and Wyclef. Snoop
Dogg is the muasical guest.

10 p.mi. on Comedy Central
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